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GUIDING PRINCIPLES

Dispelling the zero-sum myth

The Vermont Futures Project uses 
data to bring people from different 
perspectives together for productive 
discourse aligned towards common 
goals and values. 



VERMONT NEEDS MORE PEOPLE. 

MORE PEOPLE NEED VERMONT.



23,000 open jobs  – 8,000 job seekers = 15,000 remaining jobs still open 

Workforce Shortage
What if every unemployed person in Vermont found a job?



Time only works in one direction →
Retirement Age

Age Distribution of Vermont’s Population

Source: US Census Bureau data compiled by Vermont Futures Project



VERMONT NEEDS MORE PEOPLE. 

MORE PEOPLE NEED VERMONT.



Housing Matters Most 



VERMONT NEEDS MORE PEOPLE. 

MORE PEOPLE NEED VERMONT.



Racial and Ethnic Composition

Source: US Census Bureau data compiled by USAFacts

United StatesVermont



Vermont’s Population
Will the Covid Increase be Permanent?

Source: US Census Bureau data compiled by USAFacts

https://usafacts.org/data/topics/people-society/population-and-demographics/our-changing-population/state/vermont


Demand for Vermont Remains High



Effect on Prices – High Demand, Low Supply



Housing Shortage - Decades in the Making



Results from Vermonter Poll
Opinions from a Representative Sample of Vermonters

Are you supportive of growing Vermont’s population size to 
strengthen its workforce?

Overall Results

Yes: 49%    |    No: 38%    |    Unsure: 13%

Source: Vermonter Poll conducted by UVM



Do We Need More People?
Key Take Away 

• If you want more housing, we need people to build it.

• If you want more childcare openings, we need people to 
work there. 

• If you want solutions to address climate change, we need 
more people to create and participate in those solutions.

• If you want a more equitable, just, and inclusive Vermont… 
then we definitely need more people. 



IF WE NEED MORE PEOPLE,

THEN WE NEED MORE HOUSES.



VERMONT NEEDS MORE PEOPLE. 

MORE PEOPLE NEED VERMONT.
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